ESSAYS ON THE GITA

language of the Vedandns; it means the Vedic sacri-
fices and ceremonies or at most that and the ordering
of life according to the Grihyasutras in which these
rites are the most important part, the religious kernel
of the life. By works the Vedantins understood these
religious works, the sacrificial system, the yajna, full of
a careful order, vidhi, of exact and complicated rites,
kriyd-visesa bahuldm. But in Yoga works had a much
wider significance. The Gita insists on this wider
significance; in our conception of spiritual activity all
works have to be included, sarvakarmdni. At the
-same time it does not, like Buddhism, reject the idea
of the sacrifice, it prefers to uplift and enlarge it. Yes,
it says in effect, not only is sacrifice, yajna, the most
important part of life, but all life, all works should be
regarded as sacrifice, are yajfia, though by the ignorant
they are performed without the higher knowledge and
by the most ignorant not in the true order, avidhi-
'puruakam. Sacrifice is the very condition of life; with
sacrifice as their eternal companion the Father of crea-
tures created the peoples. But the sacrifices of the
Vedavadins are offerings of desire directed towards
material rewards, desire eager for the result of works,
desire looking to a larger enjoyment in Paradise as
immortality and highest salvation. This the system
of the Gita cannot admit; for that in its very inception
starts witli the renunciation of desire, with its rejec-
tion and destruction as the enemy of the soul. The
Gita does not deny the validity even of the Vedic sacri-
ficial works; it admits them, it admits that by these
means one may get enjoyment here and Paradise
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